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Presentation 

The central element that provides meaning and unity to these 

new forms of bilateral relationships relates to the capacity of 

these two nations, Chile and Poland, as shown by their 

respective history, to progressively shape their own 

nationality through the effort and contribution of citizens of 

varied origins, social classes and professions (such as 

politicians, military, academics, professionals, business 

persons, workers and women) often overcoming very difficult 

and even tragic situations while always maintaining a 

renewed entrepreneurial spirit.  

First visit to Poland. 

I first visited Poland in November of the year 1990. 

An important political and institutional transformation process had just begun in that 

country.  

I was invited by the then Polish Ambassador to Chile, who was interested in having a 

better and in-depth understanding of Chile’s opening to international trade, successfully 

developed during the preceding years, especially during the late 1980’s. The Government 

of Chile of those years had been bolstering profound institutional transformations aimed 

at acknowledging the separation of public powers, the subsidiary role of the state and 

personal entrepreneurship as grounds for economic development.  



 

My law firm had actively participated in a large-size foreign investment project between a 

New Zealand company, which we represented, and an important Chilean corporate group.  

That project became the first significant international business agreement materialized in 

Chile following the serious economic and banking crisis of the years 1982-83. 

During my visit to Poland that year, one could observe, both by the appearance of the 

people walking on the streets as well as by the organization and structure of the 

companies that I visited, the impact caused and left behind by a protracted submission to 

political and government systems in which the state practically monopolized all decision-

making instances under a single party system and ideology.  

A new period in the history of Poland 

During the year 1989, when Poland began to shake off its Soviet tutelage upon initiating a 

process of political and economic transformations, it began to once again acknowledge 

the freedom of enterprise of its individual citizens. The “Round Table Agreements” of April 

1989 became the first formal recognition of the new political system that began to shape 

up and take hold in that country.  In August of that same year, in the first free elections 

held in several decades, a new President of the Republic was voted into office.  

At this point, it is worth recalling the essentially libertarian nature of the Polish people, 

since by the year 1791 they had already approved what became Europe’s first democratic 

Political Constitution.  Subsequently, however, Poland suffered truly tragic situations in 

which it was, literally, wiped off the map and absorbed by its neighboring countries.  

It was not until 1918 that the country managed to recover its national Independence; 

albeit, a few years afterwards, as a result of the Second World War, it had to endure, first, 

the invasion of its territory by Nazi Germany followed by the Soviet occupation. 

Nowadays, when visiting Poland, one cannot but deeply admire such spirit of strength and 

vigor so characteristic of the Polish people, which led them to stand today as one of 

Europe’s most institutionally, economically and socially developed countries. 

At this writing, 12 years have elapsed since Poland joined the European Union (EU).  The 

country’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP) during these years expanded by 53%, reaching 

US$ 526,000 million, for a population of 39 million inhabitants. The foregoing entails a per 

capita GDP of approximately US$ 13,500; which, according to World Bank statistics, is 

equivalent to a purchasing power of almost US$ 23,000. Moreover, Poland’s 2014 exports 

amounted to € 163,000 million and its economic development has been continuous, to 

the point that Poland is the only European country that has not experienced an economic 

recession during the last 12 years.   



 

Poland’s European Union membership has enabled it to embrace and implement a 

development policy of “cohesion”, which has been responsible for the creation, as of the 

year 2004, of thousands of new jobs, company creation support, assistance to 

environmental institutions, research and education; and all of it while building thousands 

of kilometers of new highways railways and other key development milestones.   

Simultaneously, its political system allowed it to recover its national Independence and 

self-identity, without violence.  Political debate may at times become harsh and tough; 

however, it takes place always within an environment of respect for public liberties and 

the rights of all citizens.  

Poland has evolved to become one of the European Union’s most solid countries and its 

opinion carries significant weight in joint EU decisions.  Incidentally, the current President 

of the European Council is, Donald Tusk, Poland’s former Prime Minister.  

Some background about Chile’s history. 

In the case of Chile, as stated by the historian Diego Barros Arana with respect to the 

country’s own process of national independence of the year 1810: “This small colony was 

the least apt to achieve such advancements and fulfill the destiny of an independent 

republic… it was certainly the poorest of the colonies and at the same time the most 

backward among them.” (2) 

In effect, Chile was the remotest of the colonies; reason why a destination to serve in this 

country was considered tantamount to some sort of punishment when compared to the 

honors and privileges of the appointments to serve in viceroyalties such as those of 

Mexico or Peru.  

Nevertheless, the first homeland laws issued by the year 1811 initiated a process of 

sustained progress; which in our days we would call an opening to international trade and 

globalization.  

Article 19 of the law issued on February of 1811 granted “Freedom for the money entered 

into the country to purchase the country’s produce destined to go abroad.  The maritime 

introduction of money to buy fruits or produce of the country to ship abroad, upon 

verification of their destination, shall be fully free of all duties.” ()On the other hand, 

article 30 of that same legal body provides: “The adoption of foreigners and of their 

manufactures.  Manufacturers, farmers and foreign artisans, upon their landing on this 

Kingdom must be regarded as nationals of same and, thus, their manufactures shall be 

                                                           

() The norm is here transcribed respecting its original drafting style. 



 

seen as of the country so that they may enjoy whichever deductions and exemptions were 

to be granted to them”. () This principle incorporates what today we call non-

discrimination between Chileans and foreigners, which also exists in our current modern 

legislation.  

Next, the historian Barros Arana quotes a report of Great Britain’s diplomatic Minister, M. 

HoracioRumbold, submitted to the British Government in the year 1875, which is 

interesting to transcribe here.  The British diplomat referred to Chile in that report as: “a 

sober, practical, laborious, well organized and prudently governed nation standing in stark 

contrast to the other states of the same origin and to similar institutions that stretch 

across the American continent.” (3) 

Rumbold concluded his diplomatic report commenting the nascent republic’s notable 

political and economic development in the following phrase: “all of this may be 

summarized in two words: work and good sense.” (4) 

Barros Arana adds a quote from the German historian, G.G. Gervinus, who, in his work 

entitled, “Histoire du XIX Siècle”, commented: “therein settled a sort of tranquility and 

order greater than observed in other states, without the country having had to suffer 

neither despotism nor dynasties.  Its orderly system has been additionally favored by the 

happy influence of a moderate Constitution.” (5) 

Ignacio Domeyko’s contributions 

Amidst this scenario, it would be unseemly not to mention the valuable contribution of 

the Polish scientist, Ignacio Domeyko, who then received an invitation to come to teach 

chemistry and mineralogy in Coquimbo’s Mining Institute, where he arrived on June 2, 

1838 at the age of 36. 

Mr. Ignacio Domeyko, in addition to his classes imparted in Coquimbo, travelled to several 

Chilean cities studying their land and mineral conditions while publishing various scientific 

reports and books about his findings.  He then moved on to live in Santiago, where he 

became a direct and close collaborator of Andres Bello.  Such was the friendship that 

arose between Bello and Domeyko that upon Bello’s death in the year 1865, Mr. Domeyko 

pronounced his funeral eulogy.  During the 1987 election of the University of Chile’s 

principal, several professors put forth the candidacy of Domeyko, who won that election 

and was subsequently re-elected for three additional terms of office. 

Mr. Domeyko’s contribution to our country was indeed enormous; mostly through his 

example of initiative, inexhaustible personal effort, academic dedication and professional 
                                                           
 



 

excellence and all of it imbued with a profound love to this country who welcomed him 

and where he raised his family.  

 

 

A new period in Chile’s history 

According to the timetable established in Chile’s 1980 Political Constitution, a presidential 

election was held in December of 1989, whose winner was Mr. Patricio Aylwin, leader of a 

coalition of political parties that opposed the military government. The transition toward 

the new civilian government was managed peacefully and the newly-elected president 

assumed in March of 1991. 

Since then, six new civilian governments have been elected in democratic elections open 

to all citizens and with alternating political coalitions being voted to assume the 

presidency of the country.  

Chile has continued along its path toward economic development; thus, at present its GDP 

amounts to US$ 277,000 million, for a population of 17.6 million inhabitants.  Therefore, 

the country’s per capita GDP now amounts to US$ 15,700 with a concomitant purchasing 

power, according to World Bank figures, of US$ 22,000. 

Under civilian government rule, Chile has executed a number of Free Trade Agreements 

(FTA) with practically all of the countries of the world, thereby becoming Latin America’s 

most open economy.  

Current status of the relationship between the two countries 

Twenty-three years have gone by since my first visit to Poland and we are now able to 

appreciate with significant admiration the new Polish investments in Chile in the energy 

and mining sectors.  A similar interest is also observed in their development of personal 

contact networks and relationships in the areas of education, industry, defense, trade and 

others.  

These two countries, Chile and Poland, so distant and different in their history, mores and 

language and yet with such distinctive common traits such as effort, perseverance and 

tenacity to overcome very difficult situations along their way to becoming, each of them, a 

bulwark within their respective continents; all of which calls them to tackle common 

undertakings in the future, unquestionably in areas such as business, trade and 



 

investment, but also in many other spheres of action such as education, culture, 

institutional development, defense policies and international cooperation.  

Both Poland and Chile have managed a peaceful transition toward new civilian 

governments that have consolidated their respective democratic systems grounded on the 

empowerment of their own citizens, the full recognition of civilian rights and the 

importance of international trade as a master engine of economic and social 

development. Poland, on the one hand, enjoys a very interesting geographic position at 

the heart of Europe with access to the Baltic Sea, permitting it to become an effective 

platform for contacts and communications between western and eastern European states.  

Chile, on the other hand, enjoys a noteworthy geographic location in Latin America since 

its territory goes all the way from the northern desert to the Antarctic. Its long maritime 

coast represents very important exchange possibilities with all the countries of the Pacific 

Basin.  

In conclusion, the same words that Mr. Rumbold applied to Chile; i.e. work and good 

sense, are indeed perfectly applicable also to the continuous effort evidenced by today’s 

Poland; words that may become the veritable symbol of our common future development 

efforts.   

It must also be pointed out that during these last five years, high-level Polish Government 

missions have visited our country, headed by state ministers and vice ministers from the 

areas of Foreign Affairs, Finance and the Environment, including delegations comprising 

salient companies from that country. Consequently, Polish investments have been 

materialized in the mining and energy sectors; agreements of a varied nature have been 

executed between state entities of both countries and also between their respective 

private-sector companies aimed at developing international business projects.  

Along this path, new forms of cooperation between the two countries are being 

developed amid a novel and efficient prism that will enable them to reciprocally become 

key hubs and platforms for their contacts in diverse ambits and sectors in each continent.  
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